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The current redevelopment, to be completed in 2005, 

includes an underground indoor cricket centre with six 

wickets, underground change rooms for cricket and 

football, and a display area for sports memorabilia. 

9 What: the best-looking car park in town 

Where: University of Melbourne 

The evocative, forest-like columns of this underground car 

park have been featured in the original Mad Max film, a 

ballet performance broadcast on the ABC and a number of 

university functions. The unusual look is thanks to a sketch 

by designer Dick van der Molen, 80. The semi-retired 

structural engineer says the flashy appearance was born 

out of necessity. A few days before the deadline for the 

plans Molen was asked to accommodate trees on the 

South Lawn above and added a last-minute sketch to the 
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bottom of the document. The fluted design of the hollow 

columns adds strength to hold the weight of the soil and 

trees above, while allowing roots to grow down and water 

to drain through. "It was indeed the sort of creative 

inspiration that you get from time to time," says van der 

Molen, who was 50 when he designed the car park. "I'm 

very pleased with it." 

•1 () What: mail tunnel 
Where: Spencer Street 

This connects Spencer Street railway station's platform 

2 with the former Royal Mail Exchange building opposite, 

on the corner of Bourke and Spencer streets, and was 

used to carry the post from country trains. At last report 

the tunnel was still intact, 4.2 metres wide and 2.4 

metres high. 

Trees above, science fiction scene 
below: The underground car park at 
the University of Melbourne, which 
featured in Mad Max. 
Photography Robert Banks 

•1 •1 What: underground canals 
Where: disused power station, Lonsdale Street 

Abandoned and in development limbo, the asbestos

riddled disused power station is popularly believed to be 

linked to the river and other parts of the city by 

underground canals. This is partly true. There are two 

underground tunnels that once provided cog! water from 

the Yarra. The first. a box-shaped, reinforced concrete 

tunnel, was built in 1915 and runs from the station all the 

way underneath Spencer Street. The second was built 

around 1940 when the power station was being expanded. 

Gordon Duncan, principal engineer with the City of 

Melbourne, says this tunnel runs underneath King and 

Little Bourke streets. 

•1 IJ What: tunnel for transporting patients 
- Where: beneath Victoria Parade 

Why battle trams, traffic, and pedestrian lights when 

there's a perfectly good tunnel around? Patients and 

medical staff have been travelling with subterranean ease 

between the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear and St Vincent's 

hospitals since 1983. It is mainly used to transport 

in-patients, as well as to pick up and deliver pathology 

samples. The tunnel has also featured in a low-budget 

science fiction film and a music video for the song Falling 

for You, by the Whitlams. 

•1 '.> What: a shopping innovation 
,"J Where: Smith Street. Oollingwood 

Shoppers used to stream through a tunnel joining Smith 

Street, Fitzroy, and Smith Street. Collingwood. University of 

Melbourne architectural historian Professor Miles Lewis 

says the 3.6 metre-wide tunnel was built to encourage 

shoppers to visit the two Foy and Gibson department 

stores, which sat across the street from each other. 

The tunnel's future is now in the hands of developers 

who have proposed a nine-storey retail and residential 

development on the street that may destroy it. 

Professor Lewis says the tunnel has national cultural 

significance. "It's a model of retailing that was ➔ 
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experimental. It was the first commercial subway in 

Victoria, long before the Degraves Street under Flinders 

Street (and) it could have been the way we went." 

Professor Lewis says it is still possible to gain entry from 

the basement of 145 Smith Street, where the Department 

of Human Services currently resides, but a spokeswoman 

for the landlord advised that the tunnel has since been 

"bricked ott". 

-1 f9 What: private restaurant access 
,) Where: Collins Street 

You find yourself running to keep up with pollster Gary 

Morgan, of Roy Morgan Research, as he sweeps towards his 

own personal tunnel in the basement of a building on Collins 

Street. In 1997 Morgan completed the 10-metre tunnel linking 

his Collins Street offices with his nearby basement restaurant 

Moylans, in Flinders Lane. It took him two years, working only 

on weekends so the restaurant could stay open. 

? o What toilets 
Where: city 

-15 What: mini village 
Where: Rialto Towers 

What used to be Melbourne's tallest buildings (the Eureka 

Tower is currently creeping past them) stand on 75 huge 

concrete legs attached to rock 20 metres below the surface, 

which leaves plenty of space for a car park, a car wash, 

shower facilities, a cleaners' lunch room and kitchen, and a 

loading dock. 

-1-, What: City Loop underground railway 
Where: city 

Civil engineer Dr John Connell, 91, has had a fair bit to do 

with the way our city looks. He's been the structural 

engineer on major Melbourne projects including the Royal 

Children's Hospital, the Arts Centre and the City Loop. But 

during most of the 1970s, the Loop was John Connell's 

underground office and second home. At the time, the 

project was the most ambitious urban development of its 

Although men had a place to pee in 

public as early as 1859 with above

ground urinals, it was nearly 40 years 

later that the first women's toilet 

opened. Early feminists lobbied hard 

for a place to call their own, finally 

gaining leverage with the good 

There now are six underground 

amenities classified by the National 

Trust in Melbourne. The oldest, on 

the Russell Street median strip 

opposite Village Cinemas. dates 

back to 1902, but has been closed 

and now seNes as a plinth for 

sculpture. The others are working 

and spread throughout Queen, 

Elizabeth, Collins and Flinders 

streets. Open 9am to 5pm. 
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timing of a Royal Visit in 1901, which 

brought about the construction of the 

city's first underground toilets (for 

both sexes). 

"To be up front with the 
driver on the first train, yeah, 
it was pretty good." 

Left 
A train driver's view of the 
City Loop, one of the trickiest 
tunnels ever dug. 
Photography Neil Newitt 

Above 
Civil engineer Or John Connell 
returns to Museum Station, 
which he helped to build. 
Photography Simon Schluter 

kind because of its tricky location directly beneath a 

number of heritage buildings in the CBD. But one of the 

biggest challenges was acoustics. "(Melbourne) wasn't 

used to an underground railway," Connell says. "If you go to 

New York and stand on Fifth Avenue you'll hear the railways 

under you. That's all right, because they're used to it. 

But here there would have been hell to pay." Connell still 

gets a buzz visiting Parliament Station. He rode on the very 

first train through the Loop after 10 long years of 

underground toil. ·1 felt elated. After years of work and a lot 

of mathematics, and testing ... to be up front with the driver 

on the first train, yeah, it was something pretty good." 

-1 a What: Citylink traffic tunnels 
Where: South Yarra to Richmond 

More than 600,000 cubic metres of earth was removed to 

construct the 3.5-kilometre Burnley and 1.6-kilometre 

Domain tunnels. The Burnley tunnel is the deeper of the two, 

reaching 60 metres underground at its lowest point. The 

tunnels are linked by cross passages at the western end 

where they run close together before separating to enable 

maintenance work and emergency access. 

-19 What: John Wren's mythical escape tunnel 
'4111 Where: Collingwood coffee shop 

By some accounts, colourful 1940s Melbourne identity John 

Wren equipped his illegal SP betting operation in a 

Collingwood coffee shop with a handy escape tunnel that 

led directly to a nearby pub, probably The Bendigo. But 

according to former Collingwood Football Club secretary 

Gordon Carlyon, 88, who was around at the time, that's 

simply not true. "It wasn't a tunnel. (it was) a passageway 

into the wood yard. A big, fat bloke couldn't get through it, 

there'd be no hope," he says. (m) 



expats 

Peter Singer left Melbourne in 1999 
for Princeton University. He lives in 
nearby New York City where, he tells 
PetA r e t, he grows tomatoes and 
dreams of Melbourne's Italian food. 

Photography Robert Adam Mayer 

I was working at Monash University and I received a letter from Princeton 

University saying that they had this vacancy (as a professor of bioethics) 

and asking if I would be willing to have my name considered for it. I 

talked that over with (my wife) Renata and we decided, yes, it was a time 

when our children (three daughters) had left home and it would be 

possible for us to go overseas. 

On the first day of teaching (there was a protest) about my views 

about the sanctity of human life, about euthanasia, specifically. It was a 

combination of members of so-called pro-life organisations and people 

from a disability group called Not Dead Yet. Some people in wheelchairs 

chained themselves to the entrance of the building and had to be taken 

away by the police. But it didn't really last ... 

I teach a large undergraduate course in practical ethics, which covers a 

range of ethical issues including the use of embryos for research, abortion, 

treatment of disabled newborns, voluntary euthanasia. I teach a graduate 

seminar, which tends to be more narrowly focused on, say, specific issues 

about bioethics and life and death. And I teach a class to first-year students 

about ethical choices they make, and an introduction to some ethical theory. 

I had a year as a visiting professor at New York University in the 

1970s. That was the period when I wrote Animal Liberation. So we'd lived 

in New York and we always thought it was an exciting city, though not 

perhaps the ideal city to bring up your children when they're small. So we 

were happy to be back. 

We don't have a car, you don't need a car to get around New York; 

in fact, it's just a nuisance. You get on the subway and you're more or 

less anywhere fairly rapidly, whether it's theatre or music or you just want 

to meet with friends. It's also a spectacular city to walk around. 

The food's good here but it's not better than Melbourne. A lot of Italian 

restaurants use this kind of standard red sauce that they pour over their 

spaghetti or lasagne or whatever. 

I'm growing tomatoes on my terrace in Manhattan. I've got enough 

space for some pots. We've got some tomatoes and some basil, and 

some ornamental plants and roses. When I was in Melbourne I always 

had a vegetable patch. 

I grew up in Hawthorn. I went to Preshil, which was then only a 

primary school. It was pretty experimental, you called the teachers by 

their first name and if you didn't feel like going to classes you could 

leave and wander around the playground If you wanted to; that got fairly 

boring so people didn't do that very much. Scotch College certainly was 

different. Actually, there were some things that I realised when I got there 

that Preshil hadn't taught me, tor all its free-and-easy and creative ideas 

- I needed to catch up a lot In maths ... 

One of the things that I love about America is that there are a lot of 

people here who are genuine idealists. They really believe in the idea that 

it's possible to do good in the world, that America was started by people 

who wanted to create a good society and wanted to create one that would 

contribute positively to the world. That kind of idealism is not absent in 

Australia but I think it's a little rarer in Australia than it is here. (m) 

Peter Singer is Ira W. Decamp Professor of Bioethics at Princeton 

University's Center for Human Values. His most recent book, 

The President of Good and Evil, is published by Text and costs $30. 
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