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Water Police 

Keeping the state's waterways 
safe is just part of the Water 
Police's brief. By Peter Barrett 
Photography Drew Ryan 

Sergeant George Dixon, 45, pushes down the throttle, 

leaving a flotilla of expensive-looking yachts bobbing in our 
wake as we leave the Williamstown watchhouse for Station 
Pier. It is a cool, bright day. Not too much wind. Perfect for 
fighting crime on the water. 

In 1841, Governor La Trobe appointed a coxswain and 
three water police constables. Their duties included 
supervising shipments of gunpowder, examining passengers 
and crews to weed out criminals, and guarding prison hulks 
moored off Williamstown. Today there are 36 water units, with 
bases in Williamstown, the Gippsland Lakes and Benalla. 
Search and rescue is a primary role, from towing stricken 
craft in Bass Strait during last year's rough Melbourne to 
Hobart to rescuing revellers (and strippers) from a broken
down party boat on the Yarra. 

Dixon, who became a "boatie" in 1986, slows the craft 
and the red hull of the Spirit of Tasmania looms above us. 
Also on board are senior constables Leah Wilson and Greg 
Bliss, pictured, who look out for boaters who might get too 

close to the ferry. The launch rolls while we check that all is 
well before sweeping around and making forWebb Dock. 

We slip quietly past the Procyon Leader from Panama, a 
large floating car park that can carry hundreds of imported 
vehicles. Dixon says that watching them unload is something 
else, a cross between formula one and The Italian Job. 

Nosing back into the Yarra we are soon cruising at just 
over five knots under thick city-bound traffic on the West 
Gate Bridge. It's not unusual for the crew to be called out 
to retrieve things up-river, whether it's offenders who have 
plunged into the Yarra at Crown Casino to escape pursuit, 
or evidence such as the safe dropped into the river by 
thieves at Warrandyte last year. 

As we round the bend to Swanson Dock, a vast corridor of 
cranes and giant container ships comes into view. We motor 
slowly by names like Teng Yun He and APL Jakarta. Large 
ships such as these can't see water in front of them for at least 
one-and-a-half kilometres, so water police sometimes have to 

whydon'tyou(may) ... 
Get Into shape for the ski season. Crouches, step-machine 
sessions, squats (balancing on a medicine ball) and leg 
presses help, as does cardiovascular work such as bike riding 
and running. Ask for a sports specific program at Melbourne 
City Baths, 420 Swanston Street, city, phone 9663 5888. 

Sit in on a court case. Look out for prominent names 
in the lists published each day in The Age. Cases with 
juries are usually worth following. The Magistrates Court 
has a mix of cases; the Supreme Court is an impressive 
building in its own right. 

Improve your vocabulary by learning some new words: 

try gnathion, meaning the tip of the chin; adipescent. 
to become fat or fatty; and zenzizenzizenzic, the eighth 
power of a number. 

Dine with champions. Channel Ten sports presenter Anthony 
Hudson and comedian and Channel Seven presenter Des 
Dowling lead a panel of sporting greats including rower 
James Tomkins, jockey Damien Oliver and footballers Jason 
McCartney, Fraser Gehrig and Brendan Fevola at a fundraiser 
for St Kilda's Sacred Heart Mission. Wednesday, May 25 at The 
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International, 81 Bay Street, Brighton. Tickets $95 per person, 
phone 9537 1166 before May 16 to book a table of 10 or 12. 

Make soup. Pumpkin is in season, as are celeriac, zucchini, 
mushrooms and parsnip. 

Look at your world differently. From a lightning flash to the 
toil of micro-organisms, World Without End depicts life in 
motion through artists' eyes. Until July 17, downstairs at the 
Screen Gallery, Australian Centre for the Moving Image, 
Federation Square. Entry free. Phone 8663 2200 or see 
www.acmi.net.au 

Go gallery hopping. Flinders Lane has 15 galleries to trawl. 
Art Almanac is a $3 monthly guide to galleries, or see 
www.art-almanac.com.au for a list of Melbourne galleries. 

Join shipmates for a reunion. The Immigration Museum 
hosts a reunion for migrants who came to Australia on the 
Johan Van Oldenbarnevelt. Castel Felice, Australis, Fairsea, 
Patris and Orcades. Sunday, May 15 at 400 Flinders Street, city. 
Tickets $12 or $8 concession. bookings a must on 9927 2754. 

Vacuum your ducts in time for winter. 

make sure recreational craft don't get in the way. And, in the 
current climate of international terrorism, being seen patrolling 
commercial ports is becoming more important. 

Senior Constable Bliss pulls out his handcuffs and shows 
how they are riddled with rust from salt-water spray. Anything 
metal has to be kept well oiled out here, including firearms 
so they are still good for a shot if dropped into the drink. 
For Bliss it doesn't matter that things have been quiet. 

"The radio could go off now and we could be sent 
anywhere in the state for a job. The freedom, the excitement 
and the unpredictability of the type of job you'll do and the 
conditions you'll face - that's what I like." (m) 
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holiday at home 

The quintessential leafy middle-class suburb is feeling the 
influence of a growing international student population. 

Words Peter Barrett 

The sign outside the church asked, "What would you 

do if Jesus Christ came to Hawthorn today?" Across the 

bottom someone had scrawled, "Move Peter Hudson 

to centre half-forward." 

Hawthorn's football glory days may be over, but 

Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn's bustling heart, is in the middle 

of a revival. The usual afternoon mayhem caused by trams, 

Volvo drivers, and homeward-bound private school kids 

is still a daily ritual, but now Asian grocers, juice bars, 

restaurants and noodle cafes have sprung up to 

accommodate the influx of students to Swinburne University 

of Technology from countries including Malaysia, India and 

Sri Lanka. The arcade around Glenferrie railway station still 

has its grungy clothing stores, second-hand bookshops 

and Casey's Nightclub, but they are now joined by a Thai 

video rental and an Indian curry store. 

At last count nearly 20,000 folk called Hawthorn home, 

living mostly in a mix of renovated workers cottages, 

1960s flats and largerVictorian and Edwardian homes. 

For mansion-spotting try streets like Shakespeare 

Grove, Isabella Grove, Coppin Grove and Hawthorn Grove, 

or Kooyongkoot Road and Berkeley Street on Scotch Hill. 

A favourite with families because of its proximity to 

schools such as Xavier, Scotch, Methodist Ladies' College 

and Carey, Hawthorn has its share of decent parks, too. 

Take the kids to the moon at Central Gardens (known to 

locals as Rocket Park) in William Street, or treat the dog to 

a swim in the Yarra at Fairview Park, where a special ramp 

helps Rover in and out of the water. For an afternoon 

kick of the footy or hit of wall-tennis, Grace Park on Hilda 

Court is best. 

Walk up Hilda Court and you'll come to Glenferrie Oval, 

venue of home-ground matches for the Hawthorn Football 

Club until 1973, and current training ground. Finish your stay 

with a visit to the Hawk Museum, where the most popular 

exhibits include Jason Dunstall's collection of guernseys, 

the boots Peter Hudson wore in the 1971 grand final win 

against St Kilda, and photos of that most holy of all things 

holy to Hawthorn - Michael Tuck's beard. 

Where to stay 
• Honeyeater Lodge has 
four-and-a-half star bed-and
breakfast double rooms from 
$175, at 3 Xavier Avenue, 
ph: 9819 0772 or see 
www.honeyeaterlodge.com.au 
Where to eat 
• Marios, 666 Glenferrie Road, 
ph: 9819 3781. for coffee. 
• Pastry Kitchen, 834 Glenferrie 
Road, ph: 9815 1666. 
• Penang Coffee House, 395 
Burwood Road, ph: 9819 2092. 
• Trampoline, shop 4, 674-680 
Glenferrie Road, ph: 9819 1231. 
and Cones, 836 Glenferrie 

Road, ph: 9819 0662 are 
the spots for ice-cream. 
• Old Rangoon, 101 Burwood 
Road, ph: 9815 0525, has 
excellent Burmese food. 
What to do 
• Take a self-guided historical 
walk. Brochures cost $1 
at Hawthorn library, 584 
Glenferrie Road, ph: 
9278 4666. 
• Visit the Hawk Museum 
in the Dr Ferguson Stand, 
Glenferrie Oval. Monday to 
Thursday, 10am to 5pm, entry 
costs $1 for adults, 50 cents 
for children. 

Gallipoli: Untold Stories 
The book and companion DVD are now available to own. 

Gallipoli: Untold Stories BOOK - (RRP $49.95) 
Telling the real story of the Gallipoli landing through the private diaries and newspaper 
reports of Charles Bean, Australia's official war correspondent and Sydney Morning Herald 
journaljst, Gallipoli: Untold Stories also features rarely seen images from Age photographer 
Phillip Schuler. There are also precious stories from the frontline, revealed in letters and 
diaries from those who served. By Jonathan King and Michael Bowers. 

Gallipoli: Untold Stories (DVD or VHS) - (RRP $39.95) 

Untold stories from war correspondent 
Charles Bean and front-line Anzacs 

Researched by leading hjstorian and Sydney Morning Herald writer, Dr. Jonathan King, this 
documentary features interviews with the last ten Gallipoli Anzacs and includes rare black 
and white film footage from the beaches and trenches of Gallipoli. Ninety years on it is time 
to read the truth about this historic campaign. Narrated by Jack Thompson. 

Jonathan King and Michael Bowers 

Now available at all good DVD and bookstores. 

OR buy direct for The Age on 1300 656 052 
or online at www.theage.eom.au/store 
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