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July 1971: Springboks stuck 
in a scrum of protesters 

South Africa's rugby players 
were greeted by a violent 
anti-Apartheid protest outside 
Olympic Park. By Alan Attwood 

It seemed so clear. There was sport and there was politics. 

Like oil and water, the two did not mix. That was certainly the 

attitude taken by Hannes Marais, captain of the South African 

rugby team picked to tour Australia in mid-1971. Asked if he 

expected trouble, he replied: "We're not a political team, we're 

a rugby team - and we try to keep politics out of it." 

But others were determined to make the Springboks' 

rugby tour as controversial as possible, to draw attention to 

South Africa's apartheid policies. From Perth, where the tour 

began, through Adelaide, where nearly 100 arrests were 

made, into Melbourne, where the all-white team arrived early 

in July, players were dogged by determined and organised 

opponents. Even a welcome-to-town lunch at an Essendon 

restaurant was disrupted by demonstrators. 

Elsewhere, major events were unfolding. Opposition 

leader Gough Whitlam led the first Australian political 

delegation to mainland China since the communist 

revolution of 1949. A movie called Percy, about a man with a 

penis transplant, was banned until the R-certificate rating 

came into force later in the year. An opinion poll found that 

Australians regarded US President Richard Nixon as the 

most impressive world leader. Second was former Prime 

Minister Bob Menzies. Unplaced was incumbent PM Billy 

McMahon, in office for less than four months. But everything 

from trips to transplants was overshadowed by incidents at 

the Springboks versus Victoria clash on Saturday, July 3. 

Rugby is often a brutal game, but what unfolded in the 

Olympic Park precinct was worse than anything on the pitch. 

An afternoon of confrontation resulted in more than 200 

demonstrators being charged. But police tactics, including 

widespread use of batons and advances by mounted 

policemen into demonstrators' ranks, caused an uproar. 

State opposition leader Clyde Holding called for a royal 

commission into police violence. He did not get a 

sympathetic hearing from the Premier, Sir Henry Bolte, 

already on record as describing opponents of the tour as 

"rowdy, loud-mouthed juveniles". Asked if he was concerned 

about the number of people injured in clashes with police, 

Sir Henry replied: "They provoked the situation, and if they 

came off second best that's just too bad." 

The Age described the violence as calculated madness. 

"Madness, because wild passions overwhelmed reason and 

restraint. Calculated, because everyone concerned could have 

foreseen what was likely to happen." So the bruised protesters 

got the. attention they wanted, but failed in their aim of 

stopping the match - won by the visitors 50-0. One reporter 

wondered if the outclassed Victorians had been put off by all 

the noise. Not so the Springboks. On arrival in Sydney, skipper 

Marais said of the demonstrators dogging his team: "Some of 

us are amused; some of us feel sorry for them." 

The tour continued, as did protests. In Sydney, where the 

ground was briefly invaded, the Springboks won the first Test 

19-11 over the Wallabies, deemed to have played "with 

plenty of determination out little finesse". But the match 

result was insignificant. Other sport stories had much more 

impact. In Melbourne, Hawthorn was on top of the VFL 

ladder after 14 rounds. Evonne Goolagong won her first 

Wimbledon singles title; John Newcombe his third. An 

American broke the eight-year-old world high-jump record. 

Golfer Lee Trevino won the British Open. At an international 

swimming meeting in the USA. "a pert 14-year-old blonde 

from Sydney who wears braces on her teeth and stuffs 

herself with carbohydrates" turned heads. Miss Shane 

(nearly)uselessinformation Neighbours 
Exterior shots of Ramsay Street are filmed in Pin Oak Court, 

a cul-de-sac of six houses in Vermont South. Residents are 

paid a (confidential) fee for having their homes filmed. 

At least one family in Pin Oak Court is British and moved 

there specifically because they are Neighbours fans. 

Neighbours is the longest-running series in Australian 

television and the world's second-longest running TV series, 

behind Britain's Coronation Street. Launched in March, 1985 

on Channel 7, it ran for nine months before being picked up 

by the Ten Network. 

Neighbours screens in 57 countries to a daily audience of 

Add those who make their own way, and there are more than 

50,000 visitors annually. Security guards patrol the street in 

the evenings and during filming. Official tours cost $30. 

(Phone 9534 4755 or see www.neighbourstour.com) 

Of the more outrageous Neighbours fans, a Dubai 

businessman used his three-day holiday to fly to Melbourne, 

attend a tour and then return to Dubai. 

Since 1991 there have been three recorded house sales in Pin 

Oak Court. Lou Carpenter's on-screen house was the last, (2 

Pin Oak Court) for $312,580 in April 1999, well above Vermont 

South's calendar-year median price of $234,000. 

120 million. In Britain, it has a daily aupience of six million. Titles initially considered for the series included People Like 

• Us, One Way Street and No Through Road. 

Some 15,000 to 25,000 people visit Pin Oak Court on official 

Neighbours tours each year, or 250 to 500 people per week. The longest-serving actor in the series, Ian Smith (busybody 

16 theage(melboume)magazine 

Gould "showed that Australia will be a swim-power to be 

reckoned with at the '72 Olympics". 

But Queensland Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen was more 

interested in politics than sport. Even before the Springboks 

crossed the New South Wales border, he declared a state of 

emergency, saying that Queensland faced "the threat of real 

violence and defiance of law and order, with subsequent 

danger to life and property". In many ways, this extreme 

action (as the premier himself described it) symbolised a 

victory for demonstrators. Rugby had been moved fair

square into the political arena. Springboks kept running, but 

other teams stayed home. The South African women's 

hockey team cancelled a trip to New Zealand for the world 

championships, an official deeming it "not safe for the girls". 

A tour of Australia by South Africa's cricketers, planned for 

later in 1971, did not go ahead. 

By the time Shane Gould won five medals (three of them 

gold) in Munich's Olympic pool in 1972, the Springboks -

and other South African teams - were sporting pariahs. 

And Percy had come and gone. 

videotape footage to a British girl in a coma. When the 

fan heard him talking, she showed signs of life and within 

24 hours she had regained consciousness. 

A number of characters' names derive from fish or 

amphibians. Toadfish Rebecchi, Stonefish Rebecchi, 

Gemfish Rebecchi. Tadpole Reeves and Stingray Timmins. 

Even Tad(pole)'s parents names - Coral and Barry Reeves 

- are a fishy play on the Great Barrier Reef. 
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