


It was when the photographer returned from his visit to the National Trust mansion 

Labassa (pictured left) looking genuinely spooked we knew we were onto something. Long, eerie 

corridors, rooms filled with dust-coveted antiques, lights that turn on and off by themselves, not to 

mention the eyewitness accounts of ghosts floating about the place over the years; possibly a 

good place to avoid on October 31 - Halloween, the night, according to Celtic myth, that spirits 

come out to inhabit the bodies of the living. 

Labassa is not alone, either, as a Hal'loween hotspot. Starting with suggestions from the city's 

Haunted Bookstore we drew up a long list of buildings in and around Melbourne that were 

believed to be haunted. The Princess Theatre is home to the ghost of the actor Federici; Queen 

Victoria Market is haunted, which makes sense given that it's partially built on 8000 graves; Como 

in South Yarra and Lalor mansion in Richmond - both riddled with ghosts. A ghost is said to roam 

the Australian Wheat Board's corporate corridors in La Trobe Street and there have been spooky 

sightings in a particular room at a city hotel. What we needed next were some eyewitness 

accounts. 

Visits from the spirit world are often commonplace to the people who live or work in these old 

haunts. Ask virtually anyone who works in the city's Block Arcade, for example, if they've seen a 

ghost and the answer will usually be positive, ranging from the dental receptionist who saw a 

spectre behind her in the lift to the manager who works with a ghost in her basement kitchen. 

"It doesn't worry me," she says, "I'm used to it being here." 

Ghosts are fuelling quite a healthy cottage industry. Drew Sinton, who runs the Haunted 

Bookstore, has hosted ghost tours for eight years with groups of up to 90 people traipsing around 

the CBD in search of ghouls. Paranormal investigator Darren Done charges $125 for the pleasure 

of staying overnight on a ghost hunt at Old Melbourne Gaol. 

Some stories are, naturally, more credible than others. A lecturer and former prison warden's 

detailed account of a ghostly experience probably stacks up better than singer Fred Negro's 

evidence of a poltergeist at St Kilda's Esplanade hotel - a man who lived there used to complain 

his furniture was moved around and there were things in the fridge he didn't remember putting in 

there. Admits Negro: "It could have been because he was a bit of a drunk." 

Here, in no particular order, are some of the city's spookiest spots. 

HOPETOUN TEA ROOMS, BLOCK ARCADE 
Strange things have been happening in the city's historic Block Arcade. Occupants on the fourth 

floor of the 19th-century building have reported seeing a woman dressed in white flowing clothes, 

possibly a bridal gown, patrolling the maze-like corridors. A receptionist once caught the reflection 

of "a woman dressed in 19th-century clothes" standing behind her in the lift. The ghosts of three 

firemen who died fighting a blaze in 1889 are said to haunt a disused lift well. Then there is the 

account from Maria Tomasino, manager of the Hopetoun Tea Rooms for the past 18 years. She 

says a former accountant for the business reported seeing "somebody in black, like a vision" in 

the kitchen below the tea rooms, where she often worked after hours. The accountant complained 

that sometimes she felt like someone was tapping her on the shoulder as she worked. Tomasino 

says she has herself glimpsed a figure out the corner of her eye on several occasions while 

working alone in the basement, but when she turns around nothing is there. "Somebody said that 

a lady committed suicide downstairs in the basement area 70 or 80 years ago," she says. "It 

doesn't worry me because I'm used to it being here. They say she's probably a harmless ghost." 

SPOOK RATING ••• 
STATE LIBRARY OF VICTORIA 
Next time you're sitting in the La Trobe Reading Room researching your family tree, spare a 

thought for another family, the assorted spirits that apparently haunt the State Library. A nightshift 

worker has heard notes struck on a piano, a shadowy figure believed to be the ghost of a 

former librarian has been spotted in the Arts Library, and a chandelier has been seen swinging 

of its own accord. Drew Sinton and historian Sue Hodges ran ghost tours here in the late 1990s 

until building works for the library's refurbishment shut them down. ClaiNoyant Paul Graham 

decided to see if the ghosts remained. Graham, 29, who describes himself as a "spiritual 

councillor", visited the State Library in July and, he says, came across the spirit of a girl with 

shoulder-length, greasy blonde hair, sitting on some steps and wearing what looked like a 

nightie. When Graham asked her what she was doing, she said she was waiting for her mother. 

In the La Trobe Reading Room, Graham says he heard a baby crying. Then on the third floor he 

saw a tall woman with long, dark hair, dressed in 19th-century clothes, who was screaming. 

When ghost hunting, says Graham, "You have no idea what you're going to see. You try and 

-9round yourself as much as possible by convincing yourself you're OK, everything's fine and 

that you'll be fine. The worst that you're going to get is a bit of a fright." ➔ 
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LABASSA ESTATE 
By day, the French Renaissance-style mansion of Labassa, in North Caulfield, hosts tour groups 

and wedding functions. By night, the ghosts come out to play. Reports have included sightings 

of a figure dressed in white, sudden drops in temperature and the sounds of a broom 

sweeping, supposedly caused by the ghost of Mrs Brearley, who worked here as a 

housekeeper in the early 1900s. Labassa, originally named Sylliott Hill, was built in 1863 for 

barrister Richard Billings. The building was divided into 12 flats in 1913 but by the late '?Os had 

fallen into disrepair and was saved from demolition only by the intervention of the National Trust. 

Today many of the 35 rooms are rarely used and its furniture is under dust sheets. The home's 

manager, Bronwen Worrall, has felt strange changes in temperature at the top of the stairs and 

says there have been several reports of ghostly experiences over the years. Hans Poulsen, a 

folk singer who lived in the tower in the 1960s, claimed to have seen "a figure of a woman in 

A ghost is permanently painted on the window now, courtesy of Melbourne musician Fred 

Negro, 46, who lived and worked in the pub as a cleaner in the mid-1980s. Negro says there 

are many stories of a "mischievous ghost". On his first night of work, the head cleaner and a 

resident, Snowy, told him that he used to wake up some mornings to find "the ghost" sitting on 

the end of his bed. Later that evening Negro was cleaning the stage in the Gershwin Room 

when the electronically operated curtains - broken at the time -· suddenly closed and then 

opened. "It's more a poltergeist-type thing. It plays tricks, that's what they reckon. I welcomed 

(the ghost). I'd go downstairs sometimes and hope that when I came back my work would be 

done for me." 

SPOOK RATING •• 
PENTRIDGE PRISON 
The last prisoner left Pentridge in 1997 but apparently the ghosts decided to stay. In 2001, a 

film crew was shooting a scene late at night in D Division. They heard the sound of running 

water. The offending tap was eventually found on the first floor landing - turned on full - but 

• 
the landing had been deserted. They finished the scene and left feeling suitably "creeped-out". 

It's not something that surprises Karen Linstrom, a lecturer in criminal justice at RMIT University 

who worked at Pentridge as a corrections officer between 1984 and 1997. She has heard 

several reports of taps turning on by themselves, doors slamming and the sound of the gallows 

trapdoor in D Division dropping open - despite it being welded shut. Linstrom had her most 

vivid experience one hot summer's night in 1985. A prisoner had attempted suicide. The guards 

had rushed him down to D hospital, downstairs in the old dispensary. Linstrom's supervisor told 

her to run upstairs and check when the ambulance was arriving. At the first landing, the 

temperature plummeted. "I literally felt like I'd oumped into a glacier. It was ice cold. I could 

actually see my breath, that's how spooky it was." She pressed on through what felt like "half

set jelly" until she reached the top of the stairs, where she turned to see a woman in a long 

skirt, perhaps an apron, wearing a cap, standing halfway down the stairs staring back at her. 

"Her eyes were absolutely riveting, you just couldn't look away. Five seconds later, she basically 

disappeared. I wasn't frightened, I was amazed. I was thinking, 'My God, what the hell was 

that?'" Some time later, she was flicking through a book by former colleagues Peter Lynn and 

George Armstrong. On page 122 of From Pentonvil/e to Pentridge was what looked like the 

same woman in a photograph of a female prisoner, taken in 1890. 

SPOOK RATING •••• 
white on the staircase". During restoration works in the 1980s, contract conservator Jim Dollas, OLD MELBOURNE GAOL 
50, reported scaffolding shaking violently, unexplained loud noises and the strong feeling that A total of 136 people, including four women, were executed here, but it is the ghost of Lucy 

he was "in the presence of others" despite being alone in the house. "My then-wife didn't want Ah, a Chinese prisoner who committed suicide here in 1865, that is said to haunt the gaol. 

me to go back there so I dropped off for a while," he says. "(Eventually) I went back and nothing Paranormal researcher Darren Done approached the National Trust in 2003 for permission to 

has happened to me since. There were times that I felt funny in various places but I think they investigate over several nights, using electro-magnetic field detectors and night-vision 

either got used to me or I got used to them!" cameras. One night, Done says, he recorded a female voice saying "Help me!" Done 

SPOOK RATING •••• 
HOUSE IN TONGUE STREET, YARRAVILLE 
To prospective tenant Jess Russell it sounded perfect: a cute, weatherboard worker's cottage 

close to the shops. Perhaps it slipped the real-estate agent's mind to mention that it was 

consulted with historians, who told him that Lucy Ah had committed suicide near where he 

made the recording, which, by concidence, Done had made on the 138th anniversary of 

Lucy Ah's death. 

SPOOK RATING •••• 
haunted. In her first week in the house, Russell invited a friend over to stay, rolling out a futon BARWON PARK 
for her in the lounge. Around midnight she woke to find an elderly man, wearing a Greek An uncanny light emanating from an empty upstairs bedroom, servants' bells ringing by 

fisherman's cap, staring out her bedroom window. She flinched and the apparition was gone. themselves ... strange things have been happening behind the dark bluestone walls of this 

She tried to go back to sleep but the adrenaline was pumping, so she decided to fetch a Winchelsea mansion, located on 130 hectares 112 kilometres south-west of Melbourne. The 

glass of water. On her way to the kitchen through the lounge, her friend sat up in bed and said, rooms are filled with period furniture and open to the public these days but the house was built 

"This house is haunted." The friend said she had just seen an elderly man and woman for pastoralists Thomas and Elizabeth Austin in 1869. Thomas Austin died of blood poisoning 

standing in the loungeroom, looking at her. "I haven't seen anything else in the house since," just six months after it was completed, leaving the grand home to Elizabeth, who spent the next 

says Russell. "It didn't ever make me feel scared. They didn't feel like they were scary, or bad, 40 years roaming the 42 rooms. Property manager Pat Collins, who has been involved with the 

or angry. They were just there and seemed harmless. It never really bothered me." house for more than 30 years, says several people have witnessed strange things and believes 

SPOOK RATING ••• 
THE ESPLANADE HOTEL, ST KILDA 

.-

A poltergeist is said to haunt the Esplanade hotel in St Kilda. In the front bar is an old picture 

of the pub with what appears to be a small girl floating outside one of the top-floor windows. 
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there is at least "some kind of presence". In 1980 she was driving up the driveway at night 

when she saw a light in what used to be Mrs Austin's bedroom. Two other committee members 

.. reported seeing it also, despite there being no electricity in the house. She has since heard the 

decommissioned servants' bells ringing and a music box playing by itself. {m) 

SPOOK RATING •••• 



Clayton South tip 

accessallareas 

(nearly) uselessinf ormation The Melway street directory 

Merv Godfrey drew the maps for the first 
Melway street directory, published in 1966, 
in pen and ink. It took him five years. 
Every year, teams of fact-checkers are sent 
out by car to check details such as the 
position of traffic lights and speed humps. 
The most numerous street names in the 
Melway are (in order): Victoria, Park, 
Princes, Station, Railway, George, Albert, 
Boundary and Church. 
Twelve maps have been added for the 2005 
edition (released this month), coverir'lQ the 
suburbs of Wollert, Eynesbury, Mount Cottrell 
and Maryknoll. 
The longest single-word street name has 
15 letters: Wallermerriyong Road, on the 
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Mornington Peninsula. Nar Nar Goon has 
the outright longest street name: Koo Wee 
Rup North-Nar Nar Goon North Road. 
The first street in the index is Aanensen 
Court, Montmorency; the last is Zurzolo 
Terrace, Epping. 
In 1974, 45 new maps were added, 
equivalent to about 4000 streets. The 
inclusion of the Mornington Peninsula 
region may have contributed to the jump, 
the largest in Melway's 39-year history. 
Godfrey had train~d as a survey draftsman. 
After serving as ar:i RAAF radio operator in 
World War 11, he worked with the State 
Electricity Commission and produced tourist 
maps in his own time. 

Melbourne was once serviced by four 
directories (Morgan's, Collins', Robinson's 
and Universal) but Godfrey came up with 
the idea of using high-quality paper stock 
and multiple colours for the maps. 
When Godfrey's founding business partner, 
Ray Harrison, died, lven Mackay came on 
board, driving his Morris Minor on Godfrey's 
routes to check their accuracy. When 
Mackay died in 1989, Melway Publishing 
became wholly owned by the Godfrey family. 
Godfrey made the maps at home until 
1985. Pages were typeset in a garage. 
The first edition indexed 20 drive-in theatres. 
There are three left operating in Victoria -
Dandenong, Coburg and Dromana. The 

category has been dropped from the index. 
Categories in the index include correctional 
facilities. nightspots and funeral directors. 
There are more than 83,000 streets listed 
in the current (2004) edition. 
The shortest street names in the Melways 
are Y Street in Ashburton and K Road 
in Werribee South; the shortest suburb 
names are Kew and Rye. 
Victoria Police won't give permission 
for Melway to publish the locations of 
fixed speed cameras. 
Rival UBD Broadbent this year admitted 
to including fake streets to "fingerprint" 
its maps and protect copyright. Melway has 
never done this, says a spokesman. 
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