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Would you want to be a professional footballer today? 

My word I would. 

What about all the scrutiny of players' behaviour? 

I'd be up for the pressure but I don't know if I'd pass the test. 

I liked playing football and I'd like to be doing it again. 

What sort of reactions do you get from people on the street? 

Usually negative reactions. I give a lot of people pleasure because 

they have great delight in muttering under their breath or singing 

out loudly to the people they're with something about me. 

What's the most cutting thing someone has said about you? 

I've become a bit impervious to all that. I don't think anyone could 

say anything to me that would worry me ... because it would only 

be coming from a buffoon. I have 100 calls a day. People leave 

messages, things you just wouldn't believe. 

Your real name is John Newman. Where did Sam come from? 

It comes from The Jackie Gleason Show. Sammy Spear was 

Gleason's band leader, and Gleason used to say, "A little bit of 

travelling music, Sam, and away we go!" I was late for training, 

doing my boots up and getting dressed, and Bob Davis, my first 

coach, said, "A little bit of travelling music, Sam, and away we go." 

Pretty pathetic, but that's how it happened. 

Where and when did you last get drunk? 

What time is it? I can't remember. 

What would you abolish from Melbourne life? 

The hand-operated railway gates at the end of New Street, before 

it meets Beach Road. They have a bloke that comes out and 

you spend half your life waiting for him to open and shut the 

gates. I know it's heritage listed - or I hope it is - (but) it's just an 

anachronism. That and road rules. The obsession with trying to 

ping people who are three or four kilometres over a ridiculous limit 

in most cases. 

What's the most overrated thing in Melbourne? 

Privacy. It's very overrated. People just intrude into your life. 

If money was no object where would you live in Melbourne? 

In a penthouse in the CBD. 

What's your favourite pub? 

You're going to laugh at this - I don't go to pubs. But I was in one 

not long ago, the Hotel Spencer. It was intimate and had a nice 

food list and pleasant atmosphere. I've had a few drinks there, 

twice. 

Federation Square - yes or no? 

Yes! Federation Square's almost so bad it's good. 

Where's the most romantic place in Melbourne? 

My bedroom. 

How many women have seen It? 

How many women? You're assuming that I'm purely a 

heterosexual, mate. How many? Not enough. 

Who is Melbourne's sexiest woman? 

Sandra Sully. 

Which Melbourne person would you most like to sit next to 

on the tram? 

A mute. I'd like to sit next to a mute that shuts up and doesn't 

interrupt me and annoy me. 

Which Melbourne person would you least like to sit next to? 

A bogan. 

Where do you get the best fish and chips in town? 

From someone who speaks fluent English. Half the time they 

never understand what you're talking about and give you the 

wrong order. 

What's the most important thing to have happened in 

Melbourne during your lifetime? 

The Kennett government. They stopped being shackled by 

bureaucracy and red tape and the vocal minority and the 

do-gooders who wish to have people toe a certain line. 

Describe Melbourne in three words. 

Over-truced, over-governed, over-regulated. 
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