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Footy is not just about what 
happens come the weekend. 
For thousands of Melburnians 
it's a career, a hobby and an 
obsession. Peter Barrett spends 
a week in the life of a city 
that has gone football crazy. 

Football City 
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Right 

Melbourne players at a post-game 
day recovery session. 

Photography 
Heath Missen 

Sunday 10am The football-mad family, so the AFL.:s general manager of football 

East Malvern. operations, Adrian Anderson, can send out 

It's Sunday morning, four hours before the congratulatory letters. You have to be football 

first bounce at Telstra Dome, and no one crazy to do the job, says Sinclair. "You'd go 

knows where OliverToussant's new Hawks mental otherwise. I spend the majority of the 

jumper is. He still fits into his old one week immersed in it, so by Friday you can 

and he's only one, so he won't know the be footballed out." Sinclair is also involved in 

difference. The rest of the family - middle his office's footy tipping competition - but he 

sister Bridget, five, Lily, six, dad Christian, 40, has never won. 

and mum, Ann, 38 - are bustling around the 

large East Malvern home packing lunches Monday 7.30am The water-cooler 

and securing beanies and scarves. "This is 

a Hawthorn house!" says Lily. Ann knew that 

when she married Christian she was signing 

up for a lifetime barracking for the brown 

and gold, despite her vague allegiances to 

Essendon. She has also learnt to first consult 

an AFL fixture list before replying to social 

invitations. Christian has been a paid-up 

member for a quarter of a century, goes to 

every game he can, is part of a coterie of 

Hawk supporters who regularly dig into their 

pockets to attend social functions and raise 

funds for the club and estimates he spends 

about $5000 a year on club-related activities. 

"I really got passionate around '81. I went to 

a game and for some reason really liked it. 

It's not an obsession. I'm not worried about it, 

it's a harmless one." 

Sunday 10.30am The player recovery 

session, St Kilda Baths. 

It is the day after a big game and on a wet 

winter's morning most of Melbourne Football 

Club's players have come to the St Kilda 

Baths for a recovery session. Two fitness 

coaches stand by as the players jog up and 

down two lanes, with plenty of splashing 

and tomfoolery. The day after a match, 

players also take alternating hot and cold 

baths to improve circulation and aid muscle 

repair, and doctors and physics assess their 

fitness. Melbourne has two doctors who 

spend about two days a week (about 20 

hours) at the club as well as running their 

own practices. Two physios spend about 35 

hours a week each with the players; and a 

sports psychologist works at the club about 

one-and-a-half days. Melbourne employs 14 

full-time staff and two part-timers including 

senior coach, three assistant coaches, player 

development manager, football operations 

coordinator and recruiting manager. 

Monday 7am The chief statistician's 

office, AFL House. 

Cameron Sinclair likes to arrive at AFL House 

(in the Docklands, behind Telstra Dome) 

early. This gives him a chance to get a 

head start on processing the weekend's 

eight official match envelopes, which 

contain team sheets, interchange sheets, 

umpire payslips and Brownlow Medal votes 

(sealed in special tamper-proof envelopes). 

After the filing is done, it's time to update 

the AFL database and to make sure that 

spreadsheets containing information about 

upcoming player milestones and recently 

announced captaincies are also up-to-date 

conversation, city. 

Every Monday Wayne Buckingham, 32, 

who works in investor sales at ANZ, joins 

"anywhere from two to half-a-dozen" 

colleagues for a discussion about the 

weekend's games. "Everyone just voices 

their opinion and talks about their tips," says 

Buckingham. "Everyone's passionate about it, 

but not to the point of arguing." 

This particular Monday, talk focuses on 

whether the Pies are "the real thing" after 

their win over Carlton. Also up for discussion 

is a match against the in-form West Coast 

Eagles scheduled for the next round. In the 

trading room, television screens are tuned 

to Fox Sports and there are email updates 

as sports news breaks. Buckingham spends 

"over an hour" talking footy during the week. 

"I talk about it with most clients, so it's always 

good to have some knowledge on it." 

Tuesday 1 pm The football television 

interview, the Lexus Centre. 

Fox Footy reporter Tiffany Cherry arrives at 

Collingwood's training facility to interview 

this week's AFL Rising Star nominee, Heath 

Shaw. With cameraman, producer and 

Collingwood publicist she marches down the 

corridor towards the weights area, scoping 

out suitable backdrops. Between joking 

about fitness with players around the gym 

(Cherry used to be a physiotherapist with 

Richmond) she cans the expansive Swan 

Street window option ("too hot") as well 

as an idea for sitting Shaw on an exercise 

bike ("too windy"). The interview finally gets 

underway and all goes smoothly, despite 

Blake Caracella's best efforts to make the 

rookie laugh. 

A football reporter since 1997, Cherry, 34, 

got her first break on Talking Footy, hosted 

by Bruce McAvaney. Then Foxtel offered her 

a job working on a new channel devoted to 

AFL 24 hours a day. 

A typical week starts with Cherry 

compiling and shooting her injury report, 

reading the news at 7.30pm and then 

perhaps finishing a story for AFL Record. 
Tuesday is the Rising Star interview, 

Wednesday to Friday she may head 

interstate if a story is breaking and then 21 

weekends out of 22 she travels interstate to 

report on games live. "The most challenging 

part about your week is conducting your 

life," she says. "You can really fall into the 

trap in this industry of becoming completely 

immersed in the game and in your job and 

you forget about the rest of your life." ➔ 
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Tiffany Cherry interviews Collingwood's 
Heath Shaw. 
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Above 

The Tigers' cheer squad works on the 
banner for the next game. 

Tuesday 5pm The AFL Tribunal hearing, 

Telstra Dome. 

A cold wind buffets commuters fleeing along 

the Telstra Dome walkway to Southern Cross 

Station. Below them, somewhere on the 

Bourke Street extension, is a nondescript 

driveway that leads to the AFL Tribunal. There 

are only two matters to be heard today by 

chairman David Jones. Tribunal secretary 

Scott Taylor opens the doors and tells the 

waiting reporters - all male - "You can come 

in now. girls". The only female is a barrister, 

here to observe the work of legal counsel 

Will Houghton, QC and his adversary, 

player advocate Bert Gaudion, who are 

sitting next to each other at a desk with four 

microphones. The chairman, three former 

players who are the jury members, tribunal 

secretary and three technical staff sit behind 

a blondwood-panelled desk. 

A field umpire is called as a witness, 

then there is footage of an alleged striking 

incident and examination and cross

examination of the umpire. A Western 

Australia-based player speaks via a video 

link. The jury deliberates for just two minutes 

and finds the player guilty of reckless, rather 

than intentional, striking: he gets one week's 

suspension instead of three. 

Wednesday 5.40pm The banner-making 

session, Richmond. 

It's already getting dark and eight people 

are standing or sitting on the steps in front 

of James Loughnan Hall, a council-run hall 

deep in Tigerland. These people are devoted 

Richmond supporters, here to construct the 

banner that on Saturday their beloved players 

will burst through. Just before 6pm, cheer 

squad president David Norman arrives with 

the key and they pile inside. 

The fluorescent lights flicker on and 

the room becomes a flurry of activity as 

each person slips into their preferred role, 

some rolling out the black crepe paper and 

beginning to "weave", others busy cutting out 

giant yellow letters; and a few planked on a 

couch eating souvlaki, offering moral support. 

Norman consults with architect Alicia Gaunt, 

25, of Campbellfield, who is in charge of 

drawing the larger letters and banner layout. 

It's midfielder Greg Tivendale's 150th game 

this weekend, so one side of the banner 

is sorted: a caricature of Tivendale and 

the words "CONGRATULATIONS/GREG 

TIVENDALE/150 GAMES/A TIGER FOR LIFE". 

Norman, who works at Australia Post and 

hosts a trivia night at the London Hotel up 

the road, then comes up with a message 

for the other side of the banner, to tie in with 

the Tigers' special "Dreamtime" rivalry round 

game against Essendon, scrawled on the 

back of an envelope: "DREAMTIME ATTHE 

'G'/A RICHMOND WIN A REALITY". 

Thursday 2pm Editorial meeting of the 

AFL Record, Docklands. 

At the offices of Geoff Slattery and AFL 

Publishing, it's time for an editorial meeting 

to discuss the cover for the next edition of 

the AFL Record. The magazine, which sells 

about 60,000 copies a week, is divided up 

into a colour section, which needs to be at 

the printers by 2pm on the Wednesday, and 

the team lists, which arrive at the office by 

6pm on Thursday and are sent off later that 

night. Editor Michael Lovett says that despite 

all the extra features and interviews, player 

lists are still so vital that if for some reason 

they weren't there on the weekend, he says, 

he wouldn't bother turning up for work on 

Monday. How many pages should they give 

the Robert Harvey piece? What treatment will 

they give the Christie Malthouse piece? Who 

will they have on the cover for round nine? 

After nearly an hour of deliberation, Geoff 

Slattery himself bursts in and breaks the 

concentration, switching on the television to 

see the Warrnambool Cup. 

Thursday 8.30pm The Footy Show, GTV 9 

studios, Richmond. 

Footy Show co-host James Brayshaw is in 

make-up about an hour b_efore the program 

goes live to air. The make-up artists have 

their work cut out for them with high

definition televisions and digital signals 

meaning even the slightest blemish is picked 

up by the cameras, "especially if you're a 

sweaty bastard like Garry," jokes Brayshaw of 

his co-host, Garry Lyon. 

Supervising producer Tim Cleary says 

work on the next show starts the day 

after the last one airs. "The Footy Show is 

footy meets showbiz, I suppose, and the 

challenge is to present footy-related content 

in an entertaining way." And what's it like 

working with Sam Newman? "Sam keeps 

myself, and I guess everyone, on their toes, 

but it's not a difficult situation by any stretch." 

Outside the studio, some 270 people 

with studio audience tickets are listening to 

a recording of Pete Smith telling them that 

mobile phones and recording devices are 

not allowed to be taken inside. Sporting 

Collingwood colours, Mario Gugliucciello, 

32, of Bentleigh East is here for the "light 

entertainment". He says he watches the 

show religiously. "I think it's out of habit," he 

says. "I enjoy the bickering." 

By the time Trevor Marmalade, Garry 

Lyon and James Brayshaw make their 

appearance, the crowd has been revved up 

by sugary drinks and the work of warm-up 

man Jeremy Kewley. Booing guests is off 

limits but when it comes to footy teams they 

are instructed to make as much noise as 

possible. The room is filled with testosterone, 

which peaks when Sam Newman makes 

his appearance in prop ears and umpire's 

uniform to make fun of the Fremantle/St 

Kilda siren debacle in Tasmania. 

Friday 7am Pie trucks at the MCG. 

Four trucks arrive at the MCG with 52,000 

freshly baked pies from Patties Pies in 

Bairnsdale. They drive down a ramp under 

the stadium and deposit the pies in five ➔ 
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Footy Show host Garry Lyon in the 
make-up chair. 

Brian Beet and Mario Fini at the Whitten 
Oval for a Bulldogs training session. 

Staff prepare for the weekend's games 
in a kitchen at the MCG. 

coolrooms. Spotless Catering estimates that 

one in four patrons is likely to eat a meat pie 

this weekend. Three hundred barrels of mid

strength beer have been ordered for tonight's 

game, 400 mid-strength for the Saturday 

night game and about 500 barrels of regular 

have been set aside for Sunday's afternoon 

match. About 200 people, including chefs, 

storemen, waiters and cleaning staff, work 

the main basement "culinary centre" and 

15 "satellite" kitchens around the ground. In 

corporate kitchens such as the one behind 

the MCC restaurant. chefs are busy prepping 

entrees and deserts. At tonight's game they 

will serve 15,000 meals. 

Friday 10am The Western Bulldogs' 

training session. 

It's a cold morning at Whitten Oval in 

Footscray and about 10 people have shown 

up to watch their team train. Salvation Army 

minister Phil Abram, 32, and his son Jack are 

at training for the first time. It's Jack's birthday 

(he's turning seven) and as a treat his dad 

has taken him out of school for the morning 

(in Torquay) and driven the hour to Footscray. 

Abram senior is surprised that the player 

drills are just like the ones he used to do at 

amateur footy, "but on a grander scale". By 

11.30am there are about 30 people braving 

the wind that swirls around the ground. 

Outside the E J Whitten stand is Mario Fini, 

65, of Yarraville and Brian Beet ("as in root") 

68, of Avondale Heights. Both are retired and 

like to k~ep up-to-dale with how the younger 

players are developing. "We're all trying to 

be coaches, I suppose," laughs Beet. who 

used to work for Brambles as an operating 

supervisor. Fini, a former baker from Tuscany, 

says he's here to give the milkman a 

chance to visit his wife. He goes to every 

game he can and judging by his hoarse, 

Italian-accented voice has plenty to say from 

the stands. "I like it here because everybody 

talks to me. Even (coach) Rodney Eade says, 

'Good morning, how are you?"' 

Friday 2.30pm The champion footy tipper, 

South bank. 

Matthew Park, 38, submits his Tattersalls 

Tipstar competition tips online at his office 

in Southbank. Park came close to winning 

first prize in a tipping competition last year 

when he was equal second with 20 others 

out of 16,500 tippers. For the anonymous 

Tasmanian tipper who came first, there was 

$150,000 in prizemoney. 

Park, who works in the production chain 

of planning and distribution at Foster's, 

says he spends about "two to three hours" 

researching his tips. "I have a friend who is 

a Geelong supporter and he's so avid he's 

almost dead right every time. I've got another 

friend who's an Essendon supporter and he 

sees them train all the time and he tells me 

quite often whether they're going to win or 

lose. I've got some Collingwood mates as 

well but they're all so one-eyed you can't 

trust a thing they say." (m) 

SONY 

Cyber-shot 
with Double 
Anti-Blur. 
Sony's new Double Anti-Blur 

technology addresses the two 

main causes of blurred pictures: 

movement of the camera, and 

movement of the subject. This is 

done by means of a highly sensitive 

CCD sensor, which allows faster 

shutter speeds. This captures a 

shorter moment in time, greatly 

reducing the risk of blurry photos. 

Without Double Anti-Blur With Double Anti-Blur 
in low light conditions in low light conditions 

Without Double Anti-Blur With Double Anti-Blur 
with subject movement with subject movement 

In Sony's T-series, the Optical 

Image Stabiliser doubles this 

protection by compensating for 

camera-shake. State of the art 

noise reduction further minimises 

the likelihood of blurred or grainy 

For more information, visit 

www.sony.com.au/cybershot 
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