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He ran one of Melbourne s most celebrated 
restaurants for a decade. Then he gave 
up the stoves for good. 

It was 1979. Graham Kennedy ruled Moomba; the Blues were too good for the Pies in 

the Grand Final and Synchronicity by the Police became the year's No. 1 album. A handful 

of places dominated Melbourne's restaurant scene - particularly Glo Glo's in Toorak and Two 

Faces in South Yarra - and Stephanie Alexander and Mietta O'Donnell were just starting out. 

Enter Jean Jacques Lale-Demoz, an unknown French-speaking chef from Switzerland, 

who had moved here with his Melbourne-born wife, Susan. The couple took over a butcher's 

shop in North Melbourne, lived upstairs and turned downstairs into a restaurant. Within a year, 

Jean Jacques Seafood of France had won three hats in The Age Good Food Guide, which 

said "until Jean Jacques came along recently, Melbourne had no true seafood restaurant ... 

here, at last, is a place with an ocean-full of promises. A void has well and truly been filled." 

But Lale-Demoz is best remembered for his next project. In the mid-'80s, Melbourne was 

yet to discover outdoor dining and Lale-Demoz was puzzled as to why there was no seafood 

restaurant by the bay. He and Susan bought a dilapidated 1920s bath house in St Kilda and 

in 1986 opened Jean Jacques by the Sea. At the time, "the foreshore from Port Melbourne to 

Brighton was just devastatingly bad," recalls Lale-Demoz. "The beach was never clean; it was 

smelly, there was seaweed everywhere and there was garbage." Still, Jean Jacques quickly 

became one of the city's best-known restaurants. The couple ran it for 10 years until they were 

worn down by burnout and financial pressures from fringe benefits tax and the recession. And 

they wanted to spend more lime with their adopted children, Christian and Sara. 

Selling Jean Jacques (to Kevin and Gail Donovan, who run it today as Donovans, with 

partners Jeanne Donovan-Fisher and Dick Fisher) allowed Lale-Demoz to pursue another 

passion - toys. He and Susan set up a toy museum in an old post office in Smith Street. 

Collingwood where children's parties and school excursions marvelled at trains, ships and 

miscellany Lale-Demoz had bought in South America, Europe and Australia. But when the 

museum started eating into the couple's savings, they sold it in 1999. 

These days you might bump into Lale-Demoz, 54, in Degraves Street in the city on 

his way to a painting and drawing class - he's midway through a diploma of visual art at 

the Council of Adult Education. He lives with Susan, 62, daughter Sara, 23, two Chinese 

homestay students and two dogs in a weatherboard surrounded by Australian native grasses 

and shrubs in North Melbourne. Out the back is a studio full of model trams, a replica of 

Luna Park that Lale-Demoz built himself and all the toys he can't bring himself to sell on 

eBay. A keen fly-fisherman, Lale-Demoz often absconds to Tasmania with a barrister friend. 

So does he ever miss serving up three-hat meals? "Shit, no!" he says in his thick French 

accent. "I saw in the '80s and '90s a lot of old restaurateurs and.there was no way I wanted 

to finish up one. It started off another part of my life; you do something else." Now he's much 

happier cooking at home in his kitchen for friends and family. "(Cooking) is better as a hobby 

than to make a living." (m) 
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