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whateverhappenedto? 
Greg Macainsh 

At 55, the former Skyhook has toned down 
the rock 'n' roll and started a career in law. 
Thirty years ago, his band caused riots with their outrageous clothes and make-up 

and songs about sex and drugs. Today, former Skyhook Greg Macainsh, 55, has just been 

admitted to practise law, hoping to specialise in media and intellectual property. 

Macainsh finished his Bachelor of Laws last year at Deakin University, where, he says, he 

found himself surrounded in tutorials by "very intense· young men and women. His cover 

was blown at a moot-court session when, after introducing himself to the court, the lecturer 

playing the judge looked up and said, "Macainsh - that's a somewhat familiar name. You 

wouldn't have a previous history in the music business, would you?" 

The eldest of two boys and a girl, Macainsh was raised in Warrandyte by his librarian 

mother, Beryl, and literature-loving father, Noel. He listened to the Beatles and radio 3UZ while 

at high school and started a band, Spare Parts, with classmate lmants "Freddie" Strauks. 

The pair formed Skyhooks while Macainsh was at Swinburne Film and Television School, 

and played their first gig at St Jude's Church Hall in Carlton, in 1973. The line-up included 

Macainsh on bass, Strauks on drums. Red Symons and Bob "Bongo" Starkie sharing guitar 

and vocal duties and ex-carpenter/surfie Graham "Shirley• Strachan up front. 

Skyhooks was different. Over-the-top make-up and glam outfits were backed with songs 

that pushed the boundaries of socially acceptable content. Six songs that Macainsh wrote for 

Living in the 70s were banned from radio (resulting in a sales boom). "I look back on it now 

and I wonder where I got the time or the motivation to chum out as much as I did." he says. 

In 1975, they recorded another hit record, Ego is Not a Dirty Word, but a tour of America 

was less successful. Symons and Strachan left in 1977 and 1978 respectively and Macainsh 

called it quits in 1980. "Red and Shirl were guys who, I'm not saying they had short attention 

spans, but they were into other things," says Macainsh. "They'd seen other opportunities, we'd 

done a lot of television and both of them had a penchant for it. whereas I was probably more 

happy to sit on the bus and tour and do the same kind of thing." The band reformed briefly in 

1983, 1984 and again in 1990, when they recorded their third No. 1 hit, Jukebox in Siberia. 
Macainsh has since toured with John Farnham, managed bands including AC/DC tribute 

band Back in Black and has been a director of the Victorian Rock Foundation, a former state 

government body. He recorded in 1994 with Daddy Coors Ross Wilson. He was on the board 

of APRA (the Australasian Performing Rights Association) from 1998 for three years and is on 

the board of the Phonographic Performance Company of Australia (PPCA). 

He regards his move to law as a natural progression. "The chorus is what you're there to 

prove and the verse is the evidence. You're there to convince people of a perspective ... to 

generate an emotion. Good songs do that.· 

Does he miss rock 'n' roll? "No, not really. Maybe the satisfaction of doing good live 

performances. I'd feel at peace after doing what I considered a good gig." He still performs, 

but rarely - his last gig was at a primary school fundraiser. 
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There's no doubt it's a jaw-dropping view: 

360 degrees of Melbourne, from the bay, to 
the city and the Dandenongs. But ls it really 
worth $7 million? That's what a Canterbury 
couple has paid for a cm1crete shell on level 
86 of the Eureka Tower, the second-highest 
price paid for a Melbourne apartment after 
Lleyton Hewitt reportedly spent $8.3 million 
on a double penthouse in the Yve building 
on St Kilda Road. 

The Eureka couple has chosen to remain 
anonymous, but say they plan to spend 
another $3 million turning the raw full-floor 
space into a "French Art Deco• wonderland 
with a splash pool, gas fireplace, and the 
satisfaction of being Australia's highest 
apartment, metres from Eureka's summit, 
which is 297 metres and nearly the same 
height as the top of the Eiffel Tower. 

From their new pad, you can read the 
Nylex clock, peer at ant-sized gardeners 
mowing city rooftop lawns, look into windows 
at Government House, eyeball the Scenic 
Railway at Luna Park and just make out the 
scoreboard at the MCG (but not the turf). 
''If you are going to live in a penthouse, you 
might as well live in the highest, the tallest, 
and the best, with the most spectacular views 
around," say the owners. "The height was 
certainly a big part of the appeal." 

A Canterbury couple paid $7 million for an 
apartment near the top of Eureka Tower - but 
you'll soon be able to enjoy the same view for 
just $16. reports on life at the top. 

How Eureka stacks up 
At 297 metres, the Eureka Tower is the 34th tallest building in the world, just shy of the Eiffel Tower 
and the residential block 01 in Queensland. Taipei 101 is the world's tallest building but is about to 
be dwarfed by Dubai's Burj Dubai, which will rise nearly a kilometre into the sky when completed. 
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From early next year, you can check out 
the $?-million view for yourself at a public 
observation floor, the Eureka Skydeck, for the 
price of admission, expected to be about $16. 
You can stand outside on level 88 and peer 
down on what used to be the city's highest 
vantage point, the Rialto observation deck, 
32 metres below. (Rialto, incidentally, expects 
to continue as usual, with a spokesperson 
suggesting it will be a substantially cheaper 
experience than Eureka's.) 

The view from the top isn't radically 
different to the view from, say, the 30th floor. 
Down there, people are still ant-sized; cars 
are still toy-sized; you can still (almost) see 
Portsea. It's still a very long way down. 

Tony Tomaino, 62, and wife Pina, 
60, swapped a two-hectare property in 
Warrafldyte for life on the 76th floor ot Eureka 
and have been enjoying the vista ever since. 
''The view is beautiful," says Tony, who has 
become so accustomed to life in the clouds 
he now feels "cooped up or restricted" when 
visiting friends with regular houses down on 
the ground. 

But is living high up always better? 
Several stu~ies have suggested that 
high-rise housing can have detrimental 
effects on mental health. These studies 
are mostly skewed towards public housing 
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tenants, but at least one study has looked 
at both public and private high-rise: Claire 
Henderson-Wilson, a Deakin University PhD 
candidate from the School of Health and 
Social Development, surveyed 221 high-rise 
residents in Melbourne and Sydney, finding 
that people who had ready access to nature 
and who had views of both green space and 
water tended to have a better sense of well
being than those who were dissatisfied with 
their views. 

Doing their bit for the environment 
emerged as an issue too, with people living 
in high-rises keen to lessen their impact 
on nature. "If there are opportunities for 
the residents to participate in (sustainable) 
practices, that's all the better," says 
Henderson-Wilson. "Things like composting; 
being able to hang washing on the balcony 
so they're not using a clothes drier ... these 
are some of the issues that were raised." 

Eureka is tall, but not that tall. According 
to German real-estate company Emporis (in 
partnership with the Chicago-based Council 
on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat), it's the 
world's 34th tallest building. 

Melbourne's Rialto was our tallest building 
for 18 years, until Eureka crept past It during 
construction in 2004. Before the Rialto, Nauru 
House on Collins Street held the title. 
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Eureka's developers say their tower is the 
tallest residential building in the world, a claim 
disputed by the developers of the 01 Tower 
in Queensland, which is technically taller at 
323 metres but does not have apartments 
as close to the pinnacle as Eureka. Whatever 
- any such "world's biggest" claims will 
soon be dashed by two residential buildings 
rising from the desert in Dubai: the 89-storey 
23 Marina. at 395 metres, and the 107-storey 
Princess Tower, at 414 metres. Eureka 
developer and body corporate chairman 
Benni Aroni concedes the point. saying that 
the title of tallest residential building had 
been a useful marketing tool but now "we 
should be well and truly mature enough to 
have moved on". 

The title of overall tallest building in the 
world is held by Taipei 101 in Taiwan, which, 
at 508 metres, is head and shoulders taller 
than Eureka. And Dubai will soon claim that 
title with a tower in central Dubai called Burj 
Dubai, which is expected to top 900 metres 
(the exact plans are being kept secret by the 
developer) with 195 storeys - that's three 
times the height of Eureka. Gulp. 

The Eureka observation deck will open 

early in 2007 For more details, see 
www.eurekaskydeck.com.au 

theage(melboume)magaz1ne 63 




	TAMM_26_DEC_2006_COVER.pdf
	TAMM_26_DEC_2006_P24_WHATEVERHAPPENEDTO_GREG_MACAINSH.pdf
	TAMM_26_DEC_2006_P25_ACCESSALLAREAS_ANDREWS_CHOICE.pdf
	TAMM_26_DEC_2006_P62_FEATURE_EUREKA.pdf
	TAMM_26_DEC_2006_P63_FEATURE_EUREKA.pdf
	TAMM_26_DEC_2006_P122_THEMELBOURNEQUIZ_ON_BARASSI.pdf



