


Essenza 

Frangelico over ice with a squeeze of fresh lime 

whateverhappenedto? 
Professor John Nieuwenhuysen 

Words Peter Barrett 
Photography Rodger Cummins 

The Monash University professor changed 
Melbourne's cultural life forever in 1986, with 
his 847-page report into our drinking habits. 

John Nieuwenhuysen arrived in Melbourne in 1963, when the six-o'clock swill shaped 

the drinking habits of Australia. Twenty-three years later, the South African-born economist 
delivered a report on liquor licensing to the Cain Government that was to forever change 
the face of Victoria's restaurant, pub and bar scene. 

Melbourne in the early '60s was quite a shock to the 26-year-old Nieuwenhuysen, who 
had fled his home province of Natal in 1960 after the South African government detained 
members of the anti-apartheid Liberal Party, of which he was a member. After studying at 
the London School of Economics, along the way touring the cafes and bars of Italy, Spain 
and Paris, he moved to Australia. ·1 remember seeing bars that were like stables. I remember 
one: a square room and the floor sloped downwards to the middle where there was a large 
grate. The floor was covered in sawdust and at the end of the drinking someone would 
come in and hose the sawdust out," says Nieuwenhuysen (pronounced Nee-ven-hay-sen). 
He remembered a very different experience in Europe: "I loved the French and Italian cafes. 
It didn't matter if you wanted to have a glass of wine with your coffee in the afternoon." 

Pub trading hours were extended to 10pm in 1966, but it wasn't until the release of 
Nieuwenhuysen's 847-page report 20 years later, in March 1986, that the Melbourne pub 
and bar scene as we know it began to evolve. After two years of research, visiting pubs 
and bars, Nieuwenhuysen reported on a heavily regulated system ruled by large hotels, 
which lobbied ferociously against any changes. He recommended making it much easier 
for restaurants to acquire licences to serve alcohol and convinced the Cain Government to 
implement most of the report's suggested reforms. The sky didn't fall; instead, Victoria's cafe 
and bar scene flourished. In New South Wales, the hotel industry's prohibitive grip on liquor 
licences makes it much harder for new businesses to start up. 

Nieuwenhuysen, now 70, has since chaired numerous reviews and panels, held a range 
of positions and written publications on subjects including trade and economics. In 2003, 
he was awarded the Order of Australia (AM) for his contributions to the community through 
research. He is the director of the Monash Institute for the Study of Global Movements. 

These days he steers clear of anything but an occasional glass of wine. He has two 
daughters, Sarah and Anna, and one grandchild. And despite his varied achievements, 
he says his reform of Victoria's liquor licensing laws is "the most important single thing 
I've ever done. It's a really gratifying thing to see what's happening and also, to be honest, 
to have people tell me how great it is. I got a mention in the Financial Times of London just 
a couple of months ago because their wine writer had come here and was looking for great 
restaurants and somebody had said, 'Well, it's because of Professor John Nieuwenhuysen·. 
I'm immensely proud." 




	TAMM_31_MAY_2007_COVER.pdf
	TAMM_31_MAY_2007_P21_WHATEVERHAPPENEDTO_JOHN_NIEUWENHUYSEN.pdf
	TAMM_31_MAY_2007_P98_THEMELBOURNEQUIZ_GRAEME_CLARK.pdf



