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Narinda Reeders, 32, artist/programmer, North Carlton 

I chose the dress and then the patent leather Mary Jane 
shoes to go with it. The dress was $100 from Dangerfield; 
the shoes were $20 from a second-hand shop. Then I've got 
$5 knee-highs from Target, a $2 slip from an op shop and a 
$30 top from Leghorn Rouge. The bag I got on eBay for $20. 
I spend a lot of time in op shops and retro clothing stores. 
I wear a lot of '40s-style things. I find-it a stylish era. 
Karen says Her look is all about proportion. If you've got 
an eye for style it's how you mix things up on the body. 
The white socks add schoolgirl quirkiness to what is a very 
sophisticated look. It's the combination of different lines 
across the body that makes it all work together. 

Who's got the Melbourne 
look? Two fashion experts hit 

the streets to find out ... 

Is there a quintessential Melbourne style? Over two days, 

we scoured the streets to take a snapshot of this city's style, 
taking two experts along for the ride. Karen Webster (pictured 
left) is the director of the L:Oreal Melbourne Fashion Festival 
and has been in the industry for nearly 30 years. Joining her 
was James Cameron (also pictured), a well-regarded menswear 
designer who opened his first boutique in Melbourne last year. 

With a photographer in tow, they went to five locations: 
Flinders Lane and the top end of Collins Street; the Windsor 
end of Chapel Street; Lygon Street in Brunswick; and Gertrude 
Street in Fitzroy. Their mission was to spot people who 
dressed with flair and to explain why they liked what they saw. 

"It's one of those intuitive things where you look at 
someone and go, 'Wow, it works!' It's about getting the whole 
balance together," says Webster. Cameron agrees: "Labels 
are irrelevant and money need not be a factor." 

Although the diversity of personal styles they found 
scotched the notion of.a single dominant look, Webster 
nevertheless believes there is a Melbourne style or 
ethos. "We've blurred the boundaries, picking up on the 
structure of European tailoring and mixing it up with a bit of 
Japanese humour, but not forgetting the roots of Australian 
casualness. You put those three together and most people 
think, maybe they don't work together, but for some reason 
in Melbourne we've been able to blend them in varying 

degrees to create our own style." 

' 
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James Waters, 26, student, Parkville 

I'm just wearing whatever matched. The shirt cost $20 

at a second-hand store called Eye Spy in Frankston, 

the pants cost $35 from Myer. The shoes were $30 

atTarget. And the number of people who have said, 

'I like the tie.' You've got to accessorise, it's so important. 

Karen says He's mixed different patterns, checks 

with stripes, but all in chestnut brown. So everything flows 

without jarring and he wears it with ease. 

Natasha Havir Smith, 18, student, Brunswick 

I didn't really put in much effort today - just my silver shoes 

from Kinki Gerlinki. They had elastic and I put the laces 

on. They were $150. I wear second-hand clothes and alter 

them to make them more current. I usually dress in a sort 

of 1960s style. I like colours and clashing patterns. 

Karen says The first thing I noticed was the shoes. They're 

the look of the season but she hasn't been precious about it. 

She's captured something very modern and on trend. 
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Natalie Lam, 2, Fitzroy 

Leanne Lam, Natalie's mum: Natalie loves wearing dresses. 

We just went back to Vietnam, where we bought her a 

suitcase of dresses, shoes and pants. We don't go for any 

labels. As long as it looks good on her, it doesn't matter what 

brand it is. Sometimes we go to Myer, but although the stuff 

here may be better quality, we don't like the styles. Too simple. 

Her dresses are more creative, more fashion, more complex. 

James says Just cute. What more can I say? 

Jeremy Bryant, 29, clothing store manager, Windsor 

These are Pierre Hardy shoes that I got on sale at Marais. 

The pants are vintage herringbone long johns one of my 

girlfriends gave me and this is an Alexander McOueen top 

I_ got in 2009 at Harvey _Nichols in London. It's three layers 

and it's laser cut.'lt was quite expensive but I didn't have any 

idea about the conversion thing so I thought it was cheap. 

Karen says What I like is that he's not afraid to take a much 

softer, more feminine silhouette, and wear it really well. 

Gillian Kwiatkowski, 57, artist, Kew 

I made the dress and made up the pattern too. Linen's 

really good in the heat - it's loose and comfortable. I got 

the Easton Pearson top in a sale. The shoes are Vicini. I like 

Easton Pearson, Vixen. I used to love Jenny Kee and I still 

wear it. I don't have a main brand, I pick things and put them 

together. I like black - it's a Melbourne thing. 

Karen says Gillian looks really stylish - fantastic shoes and 

earrings. She has a defined style she's comfortable with. 

Camille Nurka, 31, freelance editor, Prahran 

It's polka-dot day. The dress I made myself and finished off 

with a nice red belt, which I also made. The cats-eye glasses 

were $25 from Chapel Street Bazaar. The shoes were about 

$100. I make most of my clothes. I buy three or four items a 

year, spending less than $500. 

Karen says A very structured look but also exceptionally 

considered. She's the epitome of the fresh look and people 

will be mimicking her style in the next few months. ➔ 



Nicola Trethowan, 21, poet, East Melbourne 
I call my look "corporate bed-head". The closer you get. 

the shabbier I look. I got these shoes at Myer and the vintage 

dress from Circa in Fitzroy. The bag is Furia, expensive Italian 

- I got it from my mum because the zip broke. The stockings 

are from Target. The glasses are Tom Ford. 

Karen says It's an exquisite dress. Rather than dressing 

completely delicately she has added the black opaques that 

Melbourne girls can't live without. and quirky black shoes. 

Henrik Ender, 32, architect, Brunswick 
It's all recycled, from shoes to scarf. Today I started with 

the pants ($6) and because they're a little bit long I needed 

high heels, hence the cream shoes !$6). The shirt was $3 

and the scarf was 10 cents. It was pul together in seconds . 

Karen says I'm impressed that he's an architect and he's 

not wearing head-to-toe black. He has an eye for detail and 

proportion so he probably works from a tonal palette and 

puts the outfit together so that everything balances out. 
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Sean Irving, 19, student, Mount Waverley, and Ty Winter, 
19, student, McKinnon 
Sean: I grabbed what was on the floor because everything 

I own is black and white anyway. Ty: I like feature shoes. 

layered things and lots of jewellery. I usually buy a few really 

nice things and then a lot of other stuff second-hand. 

Karen says Quintessential Melbourne - a little bit of vintage, 

a designer piece, a nice piece of jewellery. They've put the 

pieces together in a way that's really well thought out. 
I 

Eloise Da Silva, 27, fashion store buyer, Heidelberg 

My personal style is dark, kind of moody. These boots are 

from Malloni and the pants are by local leatherwear designer 

Stephen Jones. I have an Ann Demeulemeester skirt and 

an lpanema vest with a Comme des Garcons tank top. 

The jacket is Yohji Yamam.oto and the bag Dries Van Nolen. 

James says What I love about this is the layers and the 

different levels - it's like shades of black or shades of grey. 

It's quite sexy because it's not overt. She looks really sharp. 

Steve Politis, 38, IT account manager, Moonee Ponds 
I work in a conservative environment so I can't be too way out. 

The suit and shirt come from Dama! Tween, one of the top 

menswear designers in Turkey. I spend about $5000 on 

clothes a year. I tend to be quite clever at sale time. 

James says The suit is cut so well. The trousers are slim but 

not skinny, so he can go to work and not look like 

a fashion victim. I love the tie, the cufflinks, the glasses -

he takes his fun seriously. 

Rafael Hinz, 21, student, Northcote 
I got these pants from Savers and modified them. I got my 

watch in Hong Kong for about $6. My T-shirt was $12 from 

Foot Locker. The scarf was given to me by a Palestinian 

friend. My Ethiopian key chain was also a present. 

Karen says Rafael is both old and new world -

there's the technology of his watch but also the colours 

of Ethiopia and the Palestinian scarf. The juxtaposition 

of technology and heritage makes it work. (m) 
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