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Right Graeme Base in his upstairs studio, 
surrounded by 25 years of memories. 

You'd expect the home 
of children's author Graeme 
Base to contain a few surprises 
- and it doesn't disappoint. 
Peter Barrett takes a rare 
opportunity to snoop around. 

Dressed in grey shorts, black T-shirt and socks, Graeme 
Base reaches for the remote control he has sticky-taped to 
the air-conditioning system (so he doesn't lose it}, pushes 
some buttons and conjures a blast of cool, soothing air. 
It's hot here in his studio, upstairs at the back of the big 
Edwardian home in Middle Park he shares with his artist wife, 
Robyn, and three teenage children, James, Kate and Will. 
All around the tiny room (which is north-facing with triple
glazed windows, hence the heat) colourful books and kooky 
models line the walls; framed original book illustrations are 
stacked 20 deep below. Only if you're lucky might you catch 
a glimpse of the floor - it's covered in a sea of paper. 

We're here today to mark several milestones in the life 
of one of this city's most successful authors, who has sold 
some 5.7 million copies of his books worldwide (1.7 million 
of them in Australia}, the best-known of which, Animalia, 
has also been made into a television series. 

It's 25 years since Base, 50, was first published; he's just 
put out another children's book, a puzzle-solving quest called 
Enigma; an illustrated biography about him has just gone 
on sale (by Julie Watts, called The Art of Graeme Base); 
and, perhaps feeling the stars are in alignment, he has also 
decided to exhibit and sell most of his original artworks 
and use the money to go travelling. 

When we arrive, a hose snakes out from under the front 
door, syphoning water from a recent bath to the silver birch 
in the front garden. Disconcertingly, the broken front doorbell 
has been replaced with a black rubber eyedropper from an 
ink pot, leaving the hapless visitor wondering whether to push, 
pull or squeeze (we squeeze - it works). Inside, the place 
is crammed with musical instruments (at least six guitars, a 
grand piano, two drum kits, two clarinets, a saxophone, two 
recorders, two trumpets and a double bass}, dragon artwork 
(Base has always been fond of dragons) and animals (the 
family has two cats, Muffin and Milly, a Centralian python 
called Angle that belongs to his eldest son, James, a labrador 
called Molly, various fish including a sooty grunter from far 
north Queensland and a rabbit called Compost). 

The walls of his studio, in a 16-year-old renovation at 
the back of the house, are covered in pictures of his three 
children and quotations including one from Hermann Goering, 
which, Base says, "kept him sane" during the Howard years. 
It reads: "The people can always be qrought to the bidding 
of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is to tell them 
they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack 
of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works the 
same in any country." Another, by oil baron J. Paul Getty, ➔ 
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