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A tiny inner-city front yard becomes 
a pocket-handkerchief water garden. 
Words Peter Barrett 
Photography Sharyn Cairns 

Bibi Gerner, 34, a child public health researcher, was raring 

to go when she moved into her first home in 2007: a semi-

detached, North Fitzroy Victorian worker's cottage. She had been 

living in an apartment and was dying to have a garden of her own. 

But what to do with her 5.5-by-3-metre plot of south-facing front 

yard? "It was cemetery-esque," she says of the space filled with 

white quartz rocks, a weeping cherry tree and a 10-metre-high 

evergreen alder (A/nus acuminata). The alder was interfering with 

plumbing so Gerner ripped it out; she sold the rocks on eBay for 

$55, moved the front gate to the centre of the fence and made up 

the rest as she went along. The result takes inspiration from English 

cottage and Australian native gardens, brought into perspect~ve c)nd 

scale by Japanese touches and attention to detail. "I was interested • 

in creating a really natural environment," says the debutant garden 

designer. "I wanted to create a beautiful space that felt peaceful, 

natural, tranquil and magical - a garden where fairies could live." 
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tip 
Queen's Birthday weekend 

(June 6 to 8) is traditionally 

the time to begin pruning 

deciduous trees and shrubs. 

$efore getting started, 

be sure to sharpen your 

secateurs and disinfect 

them to prevent any viruses 

spreading between plants. 

Stockists 
Gardenworld Nursery 
810 Springvale Road, Braeside, 
phone 9791 0111. 
The Australian Slate and Stone 
Company 
256 Whitehorse Road, 
Nunawading, phone 9894 0222. 
Chris Cross 
1575 Burke Road, Kew East, 
phone 9859 2666. 
Membranes Australia 
16-18 Cromwell Street, 
Collingwood, phone 1300 666 004. 

create 
the 
garden 

Spider net grevillea (Grevillea 
thelemanniana) adds a bright lime colour. 

This prostrate variety has spidery, golden

red flowers that burst into life in spring, 

summer and sometimes in late autumn. 

2 Lomandra "Stormy Seas" is available in 

season at Gardenworld in 18-centimetre 

pots for $16.95. It looks good with knobby 

chJb rush (Ficinea nodosa) and black 

mondo grass (Ophiopogon planiscapus 
"nigrescens", $6.95 in 10-centimetre pots). 

3 Hardy flowering lilies such as nymphaea 

are available, in season, from Gardenworld 

for $40 in 30-centimetre pots, and dwarf 

papyrus (Cyperus profiter) comes in 

14-centimetre pots for $12.99. The native 

nardoo (Marsi/ea drummondi1), in the 

left-hand pond, looks a bit like a four-leaf 

clover but is actually a fern. 

4 Perennial butterfly bushes (Gaura 
lindheimen) provide colour. "Passionate 

Blush" has pale pink flowers; "Passionate 

Pink" has darker pink flowers. Both are 

available, in season, from Gardenworld 

in 15-centimetre pots for $12.95. 

5 The ponds are made with a layer of 

Geomat (to protect against root growth) 

and a butyl rubber liner. These small ponds 

cost a total of about $300. Geomat costs 

$3 per square metre and butyl $35.90 per 

square metre from Membranes Australia 

in Collingwood. 

6 The Goulburn pebbles and larger rocks 

not only look great but nicely secure (and 

obscure) the pond underlay. Gerner spent 

about $100 on a mix of pebbles in varying 

sizes. Goulburn pebbles cost $188 per 

cubic metre from Chris Cross in Kew East. 

7 Slate pavers (from 1.5 to 3 centimetres 

thick) were chosen individually. Thicker 

pavers bridged the two ponds, which are 

joined by a terracotta pipe. Pavers range 

from $55 to $85 per square metre from 

Australian Slate and Stone Company. 

Kidney weed (Dichondra repens), also an 

excellent lawn substitute, softens the stone 

effect and is available from Gardenworld 

in seven-centimetre pots for $2.95. 

8 Bright green "gold pearlwort" (Sagina 
subulata aurea) is a moss-like creeper 

that is ideal for rockeries and is 

available for $10.95 in 15-centimetre 

pots from Gardenworld. 
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Shaun Micallef, presenter of 
Ta/kin' 'Bout Your Generation 
on Channel Ten 
Interview Peter Barrett 
Photography James Geer 

My first memory of Melbourne is ... 

Approaching the West Gate Bridge in about 1977. 

It was a family holiday. My father turned to me and said, 

"You know, this collapsed once." 

What would you put on a Melbourne postcard? 

A stamp. LOL. 

What is the one thing you always show 

to overseas visitors? 

The fairy lights in the trees on St Kilda Road. Yep, I sure know 

how to show those foreigners a good time. Cheap too. 

What's the worst thing you can say to a Melburnian? 

"Hey, your MCG looks and smells like a giant Soviet era 

public urinal!" It does, too. 

Melbourne's most under-rated suburb is ... 

Toorak. Beautiful tree-lined streets, giant houses worth 

millions, immaculately maintained parks - yet people look 

down on Toorak just because rich people live there. 

Best meal I've had in Melbourne ... 

Le Grand Velour, hidden away under the arches of the 

Palais Royal. I once dined there with Jean Cocteau on foie 

gras-stuffed ravioli and poached oysters in beetroot sauce 

- oh hang on, that was in Paris ... 

Worst meal I've had in Melbourne ... 

Lionel's House of Dead Dog, Little Collins Street. Awful place. 

I could barely get through the dessert (fried spaniel). 

Melbourne's streets are paved with bluestone and ... 

. . . some sort of grout, I suppose. 

What's over-rated about Melbourne? 

People go on and on about Chloe, that painting in Young 

and Jackson's by Jules Lefebvre. It's dreadful! Clearly inferior 

to Lefebvre's other work, particularly La Verite, painted only 

five years earlier and currently hanging in the Musee d'Orsay, 

a much nicer spot to have a beer too by the way. 

If I didn't live in Melbourne I'd live in ... 

Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Which Melbourne person would you most like to 

sit next to on the tram? 

Barry Humphries. 

Which Melbourne person would you least like 

to sit next to on the tram? 

Andrew O'Keefe. 

Who should be Lord Mayor of Melbourne? 

I don't think "who" is the right question. I would like to see 

Phar Lap wearing the chain of office. 

What makes someone a Melburnian? 

A cheeky smile, a jaunty tilt of the head and 

a birth certificate. 

Describe Melbourne in three words ... 

Where I live. 
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